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It is important for high school seniors and 
their families to realize that the school that 
accepted them may not be the same aca-
demically and financially as the school they 
have applied to in the fall. The COVID-19 vi-
rus has impacted colleges and universities 
worldwide and schools in the United States 
are not immune to the disruption brought 
about by the virus.

Questions seniors should ask 
Most colleges and universities in the 

United States enroll international stu-
dents. Preliminary surveys and reports in-
dicate that a large percentage of interna-
tional students, especially from China, will 
opt, for the fall semester, to study closer to 
home. Most schools will need to replace 
the international students who will not 
enroll in the fall with domestic students. 
If you have been waitlisted but would pre-
fer enrolling in your first or second choice 
school, I would contact the admission of-
ficers at these schools and let them know 
of your interest.

Many colleges and universities have 
increased the number of on-line courses 
offered to students. Find out what percent-
age of your first year academic curriculum 
will be taught on- line and in person.

Most families in the United States have 
been financially impacted by COVID-19. If 
you have already received your financial 
aid package and now realize it is insuffi-
cient to meet your financial need, contact 
a financial aid counselor and try to re-ne-
gotiate your package.

Questions juniors should ask
Many standardized tests, including the 

SAT and ACT examinations, have been can-
celled for this year making it impossible to 
include the results of those tests when ap-
plying for admission. Some colleges and 
universities are no longer requiring these 
tests as part of their application. Contact 
the admission counselors for all of the 
schools you are considering for clarifica-

tion on testing requirements.
Preliminary surveys reveal that a per-

centage of high school students are con-
sidering schools closer to home. You may 
be one of these applicants. I would begin 
drawing up a list of two-year schools and 

four-year public and private schools in your 
area. You can expand the list in the coming 
weeks and months if necessary. But this is 
a good place to start. 

As was suggested for high school seniors 
who have already been accepted for the fall 
2020 semester, I would request information 
from all of the schools under your consid-
eration with regard to their post-COVID-19 
financial aid policies. I would also request 
information on the percentage of courses 
that will be taught on-line and in person. 

I would like anyone reading this article to 
remember: 

There is a college or university for every 
student who wants to enroll. No matter 
your background, grades or income, there 
is a school that is the right “fit” for you and 
one you can afford.

In subsequent articles I will share “insid-
er” tips on college affordability and schol-
arships and how you can graduate with 

manageable debt. 
 COVID-19 has created disruptions and 

upheavals worldwide. The virus has also 
created fear and uncertainty among college 
and university administrators, faculty and 
students. We are all living in a world where 
norms are constantly unraveling around the 
edges. But there may also be opportunities 
that will part of COVID-19’s legacy. 

Just consider the following, that Paddy 
Cosgrave, chief executive of Web Summit 
recently pointed out:

“In 1665, Cambridge University closed be-
cause of the plague. Isaac Newton decided 
to work from home. He discovered calculus 
and the laws of motion. Just saying.”

The challenges and 
opportunities ahead
by Marguerite J. Dennis

Higher Education Questions in the
Time of the COVID-19 Pandemic

(Photo: © monkeybusinessimages / iStock via Getty Images Plus)

Dennis has served as a higher education adminis-
trator for 30 years, at St. John’s University in New 
York, Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. 
and Suffolk University in Boston. She is the author 
of “The New College Guide: How to Get In, Get Out, 
and Get a Job.” 

The biggest 
benefit of a 
college degree

45% (the plurality) 
considered the 
major benefit of a 
college degree to 
be a “Potentially 
better job and in-
come,” while 34% 
chose “Exposure 
to new ideas,” and 
21% chose “Edu-
cation.”

Source: The Princeton 
Review’s 2020 College Hopes 
& Worries Survey

“In 1665, Cambridge 
University closed 

because of the plague. 
Isaac Newton decided 
to work from home. He 

discovered calculus 
and the laws of 

motion.”
Paddy Cosgrave, CEO Web Summit 
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Be
Hands-on career  
preparation for  
the real world

inspired

There are many reasons why so many students choose Berkeley College.  
Here are just a few:

• We’re flexible—Day, evening/weekend, and online classes to fit  
 busy schedules and lifestyles

• We’re affordable—More than $47 million in Berkeley College  
 institutional aid was provided to qualified students during the  
 2018-2019 award year

• We’re highly qualified—An outstanding faculty with professional  
 experience in the subjects they teach

• We’re supportive—Support services and resources,  
 including tutoring

• We’re committed—Free career assistance for graduates

Take the first step toward your future.
Visit BerkeleyCollege.edu 
or call 800-446-5400 ext. MPS

Berkeley College reserves the right to add, discontinue, or modify its programs and policies at any time. Modifications subsequent to the original publication of this document may not be 
reflected here. For up-to-date and detailed information, please visit BerkeleyCollege.edu and view our catalogs at BerkeleyCollege.edu/publications.

Find us: @BerkeleyCollege and #BerkeleyCollege
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(StatePoint) — While a student’s long re-
cord of academic achievement is generally 
the most important measure that colleges 
take under consideration during the admis-
sions process, getting as prepared for one’s 
college entrance exams as possible is a 
great idea.

Here are a few things to know going into 
the process:

• Almost all four-year institutions of high-
er learning require that candidates submit 
either SAT or ACT scores with some requir-
ing strictly one or the other. Certain selective 

schools also require SAT Subject Tests and 
AP Tests. Check which tests you’ll need to 
take to apply to your schools of choice. You 
may also want to check the average scores 
of last year’s incoming freshmen.

• Find out whether the schools to which 
you are applying look at the score of every 
test you take or only your top score. If they 
look at every score, you may want to avoid 
taking the test until you’re 
feeling completely confi-
dent. If they look at only 
the top score, consider 
taking the test multiple 
times (if money and time 
allow) until you get the 
score with which you’re 
satisfied.

• Each institution 
weighs scores a bit differ-
ently. Some colleges use 
entrance exam scores in order to place in-
coming freshmen in classes. Some schools 
use the scores to award scholarships. Un-
derstanding what the scores are used to 
determine, can help you get motivated to 
succeed.

• When it comes to the mathematics por-
tion of the exam, it’s important to know that 
graphing and scientific calculators are al-
lowed. Calculators for College Boards avail-

able from Casio offer an affordable solution 
to aid in the preparation for college entrance 
exams. Whatever calculator students 
choose to use for their exams they should 
familiarize themselves with completely so 
that come exam day, they can easily manip-
ulate its features and functions. To that end, 
students should use the calculator when 
taking practice tests  and consider using it 

in the classroom and when 
doing homework.

• Testing rules and for-
mat have evolved over 
time. Be sure any prepara-
tion materials you use are 
current so that they deliver 
accurate information about 
what to expect and reflect 
the kind of questions you’ll 
actually face on test day.

• Your practice tests 
should resemble the real test day as much 
as possible, so have handy only tools which 
are allowed in the testing facility, putting 
away any other reference materials or dis-
tractions.

While the process of preparing for and 
taking college entrance exams can be 
nerve-wracking, sufficient preparation and 
the right tools can give you the confidence 
you need to be successful on test day.

Are You Ready for 
College Entrance Exams?

View as ‘worth it’

Asked if they viewed 
college to be worth 
the investment, 99% 
of 12,800 respondents 
said “Yes.”

Source: The Princeton Review’s 2020 
College Hopes & Worries Survey

“Find out whether 
the schools to 
which you are 

applying look at the 
score of every test 

you take or only 
your top score.”

 

Whether you study architecture, business, engineering, 
or dozens of other fields at Lawrence Tech, you'll get 
an innovative, hands-on education to prepare you for 
the career of your dreams.

5th 
in nation for boosting graduates’ 
earning potential

86% 
students employed or registered for 
graduate school at commencement

100+ 
career events on campus each year

Architecture and Design | Arts and Sciences | Business and Information Technology | Engineering                                                                                

Possible is everything

Why do students choose LTU?  ltu.edu/studentstories ltu.edu/applyfree     

  Southfield, Michigan

"The small class sizes allowed me to build 
really close relationships with professors 
and tailor my own education in ways 
I never thought possible."
         –Mike Brege, Interaction Design, BFA’19

Taking the test is 
seen by many as the 
toughest part of the 
application process

(Photo: © monkeybusinessimages / 
iStock via Getty Images Plus)
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• The Admissions Process - Important dates, deadlines,        
   and documents

• Personalized Education - 16:1 student to faculty ratio, small  
  class size

• Generous Scholarships - $1,000 faith-based, merit- and   
   need-based awards

• Affordable Tuition - one of the lowest private college tuition  
   rates in NYC

Check out our upcoming events: SFC.EDU/MeetUs 

Meet Us Online 
Schedule your online admissions appointment 

and learn more about:

(StatePoint) — When it comes to financial 
goals, a new survey suggests that creating a 
plan to pay for college should be top of mind 
for more families.

Only 54 percent of parents are comfort-
able with their plan to pay for their child’s col-
lege education, according to a College Ave 
Students Loan survey conducted by Barnes 
& Noble College Insights.

To pay for college, consider the following 
financial strategies:

• Apply for reputable scholarships and 
grants early and often. One easy one to apply 
for is the College Ave Student Loans $1,000 
Monthly Scholarship Sweepstakes.

• Submit the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA), even if your family has 

a high income. Doing so is the only way to 
access the big pool of financial aid avail-
able from the U.S. Department of Education, 
which awards over $120 billion annually in 
the form of scholarships, grants, work-study 
programs and loans. What’s more, states 
and some individual schools use it to deter-
mine aid packages as well.

• Ask family members to gift or contribute 
toward the cost of education.

• Fine-tune the college application pro-
cess to save money. For example, zero in on 
state schools for in-state tuition, or schools 
where your child’s grades and SAT scores 
are above average to boost the likelihood of 
receiving merit aid.

• Ninety-one percent of parents currently 
help or plan to help their child pay for college 

and 75 percent of parents expect their child 
to help pay, which means that for most fami-
lies, a candid discussion about what you can 
afford and how much you expect him or her 
to contribute is essential.

• Financial aid letters arrive in the spring. 
If your expected family contribution (EFC) 
is more than you can afford, reach out to 
the financial aid office to discuss.

Prioritizing Your 
Family’s Plan to 
Pay for College

Creating a plan to pay for college shoud be one of the top priorities. (Photo: 
Andresr/Getty Images)

Continued on page 9
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LIVE TO
LIVE 

TO

EXCEL.
LEAD.

STORY.
LIVE YOUR

With more than 50 majors, global learning and 

internship opportunities, and a vibrant campus, you’ll 

make your mark – and lifelong friends – at Molloy, one 

of the region’s best colleges.

Because no one’s story is quite like yours.

molloy.edu
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Question #1.   Can I afford this school?
Before applying to any college or univer-

sity, make a list of the tuition costs of each 
school you are considering. Then contact 
a counselor in the admission or financial 
aid office, and ask what the average tuition 
increases have been for the past five years 
and what they are projected to be in the 
next four years. Be advised that average 
annual tuition increases for private schools 
range from 3% to 5 %.

It is more difficult to project tuition costs 
for public schools because COVID-19 has strained state budgets, making it more dif-

ficult for public institutions to receive finan-
cial assistance from their states.

Question # 2.   Are there other costs be-
sides tuition?

Tuition is just a part of total college 
costs. If you plan to live on campus, you 
want to know the increases in dormitory 
rates from year to year. You will also need 
to factor in book costs, health insurance, 
and living expenses. What is the total bill 
likely to be?

Question # 3.   What kind of financial aid 
is available?

You will need to have a conversation 
with someone in the financial aid office 
about the average financial aid package for 
each of the schools under consideration. 
Ask to see examples of “typical” financial 
aid packages. Ask for the percentage of 
awards that are loans and grants and if 
your financial aid award is based on your 
family’s income or on your grades.

Question # 4. Ask if you will receive the 
same amount of financial aid each year.

You want to ask admission and finan-
cial aid counselors if you will receive the 
same amount of financial aid each year if 
your parents’ incomes do not change. Also 
ask if you will be assigned a financial aid 

counselor who will review your financial aid 
application each year. Get the name of your 
financial aid counselor.

Question # 5.  Will I have to pay full tui-
tion?

Most students do not pay full tuition. The 
majority of private colleges and universi-
ties, and many public schools, award gen-
erous grants. Some of the scholarships are 
based on grades, some on financial need. 
Check with all of the schools on your list to 
get clarification of this question.

Question # 6. Will I have to take out loans?
No one should graduate with unmanage-

able debt. Let me repeat. No one should 
graduate with unmanageable debt. 

Before applying to any college or univer-
sity find out from each of the schools on 
your list the average student and parent 
debt. Calculate what you and your family 
are willing to borrow. If you have decided 
on a major, calculate monthly loan pay-
ments with starting salaries.

The following suggestions are some 
ways you can reduce costs and debt:

Attend a two-year college, and then 
transfer to a four-year school.

 If possible, enroll in online courses while 
still in high school, and during the summer 
months while you are in college. Remem-
ber fall and spring semesters are rough-
ly three months each. Use the summer 
months to create for yourself, a “third se-
mester”. This could be one way to reduce 
the time it takes to graduate.

Question # 7. Does everyone receive fi-
nancial aid?

Request information from each of the 
schools you are considering on the per-
centage of students in the first, second, 
third, and fourth years who receive finan-
cial aid. You want to be certain that the aid 
you were awarded for the first year will fol-
low through until graduation. 

The New College Guide:
How to Get In, Get Out and Get a Job

100 easy to read and follow questions to
ask before applying to college, while in
college and after graduation.

You will learn how to select the best
school for you, how to find a college you
can afford, how to graduate in four, not
five, or six years, how to graduate with
manageable debt and how to position
yourself to get a good jobafter graduation.

Marguerite
Dennis

TO ORDER YOUR BOOK
EMAIL

MARGUERITEDENNIS@GMAIL.COM

National expert on 
college admision 
answer to your most 
crucial concerns
by Marguerite J. Dennis

7 Questions to Ask About Financial Aid, 
Scholarships, and Student Debt

(Photo: Getty Images)

Dennis is a national and international expert on 
college admission, financial aid and international 
student mobility. She has worked at St. John’s 
University in New York, Georgetown University in 
Washington, D.C. and Suffolk University in Boston. 
She is the author of seven books on higher edu-
cation and has served as a consultant to national 
and international colleges and universities.
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• If needed, borrow federal loans in the 
student’s name first. They carry special ben-
efits, such as public service forgiveness and 
income-driven repayment options not typi-
cally available on private loans.

• When federal loans in the student’s name 
don’t cover you fully, consider a private stu-
dent loan or parent loan with a good interest 
rate. You may also need to find a cosigner 
with strong credit. With the pre-qualification 
tool offered by College Ave Student loans, 
you can find out if your credit qualifies for a 
College Ave loan and what rates to expect 
before applying. Pre-qualification does not 
affect your credit score, making this a conve-
nient way to get your ducks in a row. To learn 
more, visit CollegeAveStudentLoans.com.

“Families would be wise to prioritize their 
plan for financing college so they are not 
taken by surprise when the first tuition bill 
is received,” says Joe DePaulo, CEO and 
co-founder of College Ave Student Loans. 
“Knowing where the money is going to come 
from is essential.”

Prioritizing Your Family’s Plan to Pay for College 

You might also apply for private scholarships. There are thousands of grants offered by 
companies, nonprofits, and community groups. (Photo: Getty Images)

SEE FOR YOURSELF

SJC Brooklyn
Attend an upcoming event: 
sjcny.edu/bkevents  |  718.940.5800

Tomorrow’s 
opportunities  
are here.
One could be yours.
Get Ready.

With innovative academic programs 
developed by top industry leaders, 
St. Joseph’s College can prepare you  
for the careers of today – and tomorrow. 

SJC583_TabletAd_RyanSheniece_9.75x5.2505.indd   1SJC583_TabletAd_RyanSheniece_9.75x5.2505.indd   1 1/14/20   4:00 PM1/14/20   4:00 PM

“Families would be 
wise to prioritize their 

plan for financing 
college so they are 

not taken by surprise 
when the first tuition 

bill is received.”
Joe DePaulo, CEO and co-founder  

of College Ave Student Loans

Continued from page 6

The biggest worry 

44% (the plurality) said 
their biggest worry 
was “Level of debt to 
pay for the degree.”

Source: The Princeton Review’s 2020 
College Hopes & Worries Survey
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There are many reasons why students 
enroll in colleges and universities. There 
is robust research validating the intellec-
tual benefits of the collegiate experience. 
There is also ample research validating 
parents and students’ desire to realize a 
return on the educational investment. For 
many families that means getting a good 
job after graduation.  

Suggestion  #1.   Don’t wait until senior 
year in college to begin planning for em-
ployment after graduation.

Career counseling cannot, and should 
not, begin when you are a senior in col-
lege. Some of the best schools in the Unit-
ed States offer seminars and career guid-
ance to students in the very first year. The 
information you receive during freshman 
year will be different from the advice you 

receive in subsequent years. The point of 
this recommendation is to stress that even 
if you don’t know what you want to do after 
you graduate, you should begin gathering 
career information in your first year.

Suggestion  # 2. Get to know the staff of 
the career counseling office.

After you settle into college, make your 
way to the career counseling office. Find 
a counselor who can tell you what career 
services are available and when they be-
gin. Find out the employment statistics for 
recent graduates, by major. Find out if staff 
in the  career counseling 
office can assist you with 
preparing your resume and 
how they can help you pre-
pare for your first round of 
interviews. Make sure you 
are notified when compa-
ny representatives will be 
on-campus.

 Find out if there is a 
network of alumni who as-
sist college students with 
internships and graduates with employ-
ment. Find out if your college has a “shad-
ow” program that allows college students 
to spend a day in the offices of alumni or 
friends of the school. This can help you to 

determine if the career path you have cho-
sen will be the best one for you.

Suggestion #3.   Work on-campus or off 
-campus

I believe it is reasonable to suggest that 
students can take 15 credits a semester 
and work 10 to 20 hours a week. Research 
shows that students who work have bet-
ter time management skills and get better 
grades than those who don’t work. Your 
college part-time job might even become 
a full-time job after graduation, as was the 
case for me.

Suggestion #4.   Cooperative education
Many schools offer cooperative educa-

tion programs that allow students to study 
for a semester and work for a semester. 
This is one way to reduce expenses while 
gaining valuable work experience at the 
same time.

Suggestion #5.   Internships
I cannot stress enough the value of partic-

ipating in an internship program while in col-
lege, even if the internship is unpaid. If you 
can participate in more than one internship, 
better still. You will gain valuable experience 
while in college and after graduation when 
you interview for your first job. 

Suggestion  #6.  Be your own advocate
If you have a declared major and know 

what you would like to do after graduation, 
you should begin gathering information on 
the types of jobs that would fit your major. 
Do the research on first-year starting sala-
ries and remember to compare that figure 
with your college loan bill. Make sure that 
the starting salary and your monthly loan 
payment bill is compatible.

The purpose of this article 
is not meant to minimize, in 
any way, the primary reason 
for enrolling in college — to 
acquire knowledge and 
grow both as a person and 
citizen.  Along with the in-
tellectual values you will ac-
quire while in college, should 
be the value you place on 
your role in society after you 
graduate. One way to make 

that contribution is to prepare for meaning-
ful employment. The suggestions outlined 
in this article is a good place to begin the 
journey from student to productive and ful-
filled employee.

Six tips to stay one 
step ahead of others
by Marguerite J. Dennis

How to Find a Job After College 

“Shadow” programs and internships might be 
helpful ways to explore the industry and choose 
a career path. (Photo: Getty Images)

“Do the research 
on first-year 

starting salaries 
and remember 

to compare that 
figure with your 

college loan bill.”

Where do graduates 
find jobs? 

Check out the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s Post-
Secondary Employment 
Outcomes (PSEO), which 
shows where college 
graduates get jobs and in 
what industries.

Source: lehd.ces.census.gov/
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While most students select a college af-
ter taking a campus tour or attending a col-
lege fair, the current stay-at-home emergen-
cy has introduced a whole new recruiting 
tool — the virtual tour. No longer do parents 
and their children have to travel hundreds of 
miles to check out a campus, they can sit 
back and view what a school has to offer 
right in their own living rooms.

A typical virtual tour serves as an intro-
duction to a campus, allowing the institution 
to show off its academic accommodations, 
athletic venues and surrounding amenities. 
They contain both video and stunning still 
photos of various colleges, all with 360 de-
gree views. 

One site, youvisit.com/collegesearch, of-
fers more than 600 campus tours, includ-
ing such local schools as St. Francis Col-
lege, Brooklyn Heights, and St. Joseph’s 
College, Brooklyn. On the site, you can 
filter your tour by choosing between pub-
lic or private school, two- or four-year pro-
gram, size of enrollment, tuition, or type of 
setting such as rural or urban.

Another good resource is  
ecampustours.com that offers separate se-
lections for parents and students to more 
than 1300 campuses. It also offers advice 
to such questions as, “What 
can I do with this major.” And 
there’s an informative fea-
ture about the pros and cons 
of a single gender school.

Campustours.com is an-
other favorite that offers  in-
teractive walking tours and 
college maps. This site to 
have had more than seven 
million viewers to date.

Any of these virtual tour 
services will also take you 
to the school’s website 
where you can find the most 
up-to-date information 
about the institution — courses, finances, 
etc. —  since they are usually updated on a 
regular basis. Many of these sites are cur-
rently featuring news about the COVID-19 
pandemic and what you need to know to 
stay healthy and safe.

Act.com also suggests that anyone’s re-

search into choice of college should include 
subscribing to the college newspaper, re-
searching the surrounding city, reading stu-
dents profiles, and checking out the “events 
section” on the school’s website.

Of course, seeing a place 
on a screen is not the same 
as physically being present.  
But with so many schools 
vying for attention, a virtual 
tour can help a prospective 
student narrow his or her 
choices before planning a 
visit. It could also answer 
questions that could make a 
visit unnecessary.

A three-pronged ap-
proach is the best: take the 
virtual tour, ask questions 
of recruiters, and then visit 
the schools that still are of 

interest.
Social media has made the search for 

the right college more comprehensive but 
it also demands putting in the time to do 
the research.  That’s probably the best 
practice for what awaits the student over 
the next four years.

Read the most 
concise virtual guide
by Ed Wilkinson

A College Tour Just One Click Away

“A three-pronged 
approach is the 
best: take the 

virtual tour, ask 
questions of 

recruiters, and 
then visit the 

schools that still 
are of interest.”

The ‘ideal’ college

Parents and students 
differ widely on the 
ideal distance from 
home. Nearly half 
(48%) of parents 
chose “Fewer than 
250 miles,” while 66% 
of the students chose 
“More than 250 miles.”

Source: The Princeton Review’s 2020 
College Hopes & Worries Survey

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

COLLEGE FAIR

SAVE THE DATE

AT ST. FRANCIS COLLEGE, BROOKLYN
Friday November 20, 2020
9am-1pm  &  6pm-8:30pm

The Tablet has partnered with the well-known 
Career Council, National Hispanic College Fair, Inc. 
to help Catholic High students with their college 
selection process. www.collegefair.info

ATTENTION CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
PRINCIPALS AND ADMINISTRATORS 

For information about registration and free bus
service to/from the event for your schools contact:

JoAnn DiNapoli at 718-517-3131 
or jdinapoli@desalesmedia.org
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Career Council, Inc. was founded in 199
and the National Hispanic College Fairs wa
founded in 1998.Today, CC/NHCF serves 125,0
students and 1,800 colleges/universities in ov
locations across the United States every year.
Our college fairs bring representatives from a
broadrangeof colleges/universitiesandvocational
training institutions to high school juniors and
seniors, providing them a unique opportunity
to become aware of their many options and to
compare the offerings of participating institutions.

PO BOX 68,TALLMAN, NY 10982 • (800) 562-3346

WWW.COLLEGEFAIR.INFO

91
as
000
ver 50

PLEASE MONITOR OURWEBSITE FOR UPDATES.
STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY

TTTTThhhhhhhTThTThTThTTheeeeehhehhehhehhe CCCCCC///NNNHHHCCCFFF FFFaaaaammmmmmmaamaamaamaamiiiiiiimmimmimmimmillllllliiliiliiliilyyyyyllyllyllylly

NEW EVEEVENT
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
COLLEGE FAIIAIR
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20th, 2020
9am-1pm • 6pm-8:30pm
ST. FRANCIS COLLEGE

Over 75
colleges &universitiesattending


